
S I X  S T E P S  TO  A  S U C C E S S F U L  C L A S S  T R I P  F U N D R A I S E R

That’s genius!

So, you want to do some fundraising.

An effective fundraiser is more than a means to support your trip cost: 
it can raise awareness, boost registration, and energize your students. 
The following steps can help you not only get your trip off the ground 
but also build a lasting tradition of student travel in your community.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions!

•	Be	 proactive. The sooner you can establish a fundraising initiative that is 
effective and sustainable, the more likely you’ll be able to transform this trip 
into an annual tradition. Older students will cherish their class trip memory 
forever; new students will clamor to be in your class so that they can call those 
memories their own. The first fundraising effort will be a doozy but it will only 
get easier with time, until one day you’re running the show on auto-pilot.

•	Be	organized. Call a meeting with students and chaperones to flesh out your 
action plan. Brainstorm ideas based on past fundraising experiences, contacts 
you might be able to reach out to (local sports teams, extracurricular clubs, 
community organizations), and reasonable objectives. Put your action plan 
to paper and commit to it! Schedule follow-up meetings to track everyone’s 
progress.

•	Get	everyone	 involved. You’re running this show, and your plate is full as it 
is! The more you isolate yourself in coordinating the fundraising, the more 
likely it will weigh you down. Delegate a Fundraising Champion – a chaperone, 
colleague, or even a student. Remember: many hands make light work.

•	Apply	for	grants. From corporations to government agencies, there’s a wide 
range of ready-made support out there. Task your Fundraising Champion with 
researching and applying for field trip grants; we’re on standby with any support 
documentation required.

•	Eyes	 on	 the	 prize!  Stay on top of your plan, meet with your Fundraising 
Champion regularly, keep your group motivated, and – above all – delegate! 
Remember: this is going towards the class trip of a lifetime. You and your 
students will reap the rewards.

•	Take	notes. This might be your first foray into fundraising, but it doesn’t mean 
it will be your last. Take note of what’s working and what isn’t: Is the target 
reasonable enough? Could you be more ambitious next time? Do you need more 
time? More support? Ask yourself these questions in hindsight so that next 
year’s fundraiser is better, bigger and more bountiful.

HaVe Love, 
Will traVel
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